The metacarpal index in homozygous sickle-cell disease.
The metacarpal index (MCI) was measured in 240 patients with homozygous sickle-cell (SS) disease and in 1082 normal persons constituting a comparison group. The MCI was greater in females than in males, but there appeared to be no significant difference between genotypes. Arachnodactyly may occur in some patients with SS disease, but there is no evidence of a genotype-related increase in metacarpal index.